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5 Key Things to Know About Farm Environmental
Insurance and the Converging Trends
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Common Uninsured Environmental Loss Exposures
• Ground Water Contamination
• Odors
• Operating or Participating in a Manure
Digester
• Ground Water Remediation
• Dairy Waste Water
• Custom Farming Operations

in
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Farming

• Surface Water Contamination
• Reducing Neighboring Property Values
• Natural Resources Damages
• Fuel Storage Tanks
• Transportation Risks
• Crop Over Spray
• Public Nuisance

• Bodily Injury from Exposure to Bacteria
• Fertilizer Spills or Releases
• Storage of Chemicals, Herbicides or
Pesticides
• Dairy Waste Water
• Stormwater Runoff
• Breached or Leaching Lagoons
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In 2014 The Wisconsin Supreme court determined that property
damage insurance claims resulting from spreading manure and
septic tank waste on fields were excluded by the Pollution
Exclusion in the General Liability insurance policies that most farmers
purchase and the current farm owner’s business package offered
was useless insurance to deal with environmental liabilities as one
supreme court justice mentioned.

Across the country in 2015 Yakima Valley Washington environmental
groups for the first time were successful in filing lawsuits against three
industrial dairy farms under the federal Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) a federal law which governs the disposal of solid
and hazardous waste, and the Clean Water Act meant to preserve the
fresh water ways of our country. The suit was filed for ground water
contamination of drinking water wells which supplied drinking water
to 24,000 residents in the Yakima Valley area. This was the first time
in U.S. history where RCRA was applied to farm animals along with
another first in which a federal court ruled that improperly managed
manure was a solid waste, rather than a beneficial farm product.
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The federal government has expanded their environmental regulations
to encompass nonpoint sources of pollution, like applying fertilizers
and pesticides to farm fields. State regulators are obligated to follow
the federal lead on this trend. Farmers will face new fines and
penalties through enforcement of these laws.

Advances in science increase the potential environmental liabilities for
farms. Scientific equipment for genetic sequencing enable scientists
and plaintiff’s lawyers to identify the parties responsible for water
contamination from fecal bacteria down to particular herd of cattle,
thus creating potential liability for a single farm which was in the past
considered non-point source pollution that no individual party was
responsible for.
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Farmers can expect more legal actions being pursued by the stakeholder’s
that their farming operations effect. As the family farm starts looking more
and more like an industrial sized “polluter”, it is becoming less and less
socially acceptable to contaminate a natural resource like an aquifer, lake
or stream without adverse consequences. The “but this is just a
consequence of normal farming operations” excuse for impairing the
environment is going to be less and less acceptable with the passage of
time. Right to Farm laws which have protected farmers in the past from
nuisance lawsuits for creating strong offensive odors near residences for
example are not “right to pollute” statutes.

These factors combined with changes in the liability insurance coverage sold to farmers, all work together to
create a need for environmental risk management on the family farm and the purchase of specially modified
environmental insurance is now a necessary business decision.

Meet Your Farm Pollution Liability
Specialists at ARMR.

AMERICAN RISK MANAGEMENT
RESOURCES NETWORK, LLC.

We are here to
Help Review and Answer Any Questions
you may have.
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JAMES MARTINS

hscheider@armr.net
608 836.9521

martins@armr.net
608 824.1191

American Risk Management Resources Network, LLC is a wholesale brokerage firm that can help with many different
environmental insurance placements not just Tanks! There are many hidden opportunities in many classes of business!
Other Environmental Prospects We Can Help With!
• General Construction Firms
• Fire & Water Restoration Contractors
• Mold/Asbestos/Lead Contractors
• Asphalt and Paving Contractors
• Environmental Contractors
• Waste Water Treatment Plants

• Landfills
• Farms
• Municipalities
• School Districts
• Plumbers, Roofers, and Artisan Contractors

• Hotels, Condo & Apartment Building
Owners or Managers
• Property Transfers Including Purchase &
Sales, Mergers & Aquisitions
• Roustabouts, Freshwater Haulers, &
Fracking Support Contractors
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